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“Puglia – The Beautiful & Uncontaminated Salento” 
Selected departure Wed.25th Sept. to Wed.2nd Oct. 2019 

7 Nights at 4* Hotel in picturesque Gallipoli on the South West coast of Puglia 

Great History, Superb Gastronomy & Spectacular Sceneries 

  
Wed.25th Sept. – Arrival at Brindisi Airport (Please refer to our suggested flights option) and private transfer to 4* 
Victoria Palace Hotel in Gallipoli. The hotel is set half way between the heart of the bay only 200mt from the beautiful 
sandy beaches and the picturesque old town centre with its narrow lanes and amazing baroque style architecture it’s the 
ideal base to start discovering “The Salento” this beautiful, unspoiled area of Puglia that will leave you with unforgettable 
memories of a wonderful holiday. The hotel offers to his guest a fantastic SPA & Wellness centre where you can relax and 
restore your body and soul. After the check in, you will meet at the hotel bar with your Holiday Assistant and 
accompanied by a “Welcome Drink” the itinerary will be explained in full details and you will receive a “Welcome Pack” as 
well containing maps, information, vouchers and a small gift. At 7.30 Welcome dinner at hotel restaurant.  
Thu.26th Sept. – Buffet style breakfast. At 9.30am transfer to Lecce widely renowned as the "Florence of the South". 
Accompanied by an expert local guide, you will be able to discover its amazing baroque style architecture, the main sites 
of historic and artistic interest, learning about the ancient craft of papier-mâché by visiting a workshop and listening to 
the stories of the local artisans keeping these timeless traditions alive. “Pugliese Gastronomy Tradition” comes second to 
none therefore we will stop to taste a local and famous delicacy of Lecce, the “Pasticiotto” accompanied by the traditional 
iced short coffee served with almond milk known as the “Caffe Leccese”. Light lunch in a traditional local restaurant in 
Lecce will conclude our guided visit of beautiful Lecce. after lunch you will have time at your leisure to explore and 
discover more about the city. In the afternoon, return transfer to the hotel and rest of the day at your own leisure. 
*Fri.27th Sept. – Buffet style breakfast and day completely at your leisure to discover Gallipoli, relaxing on the beautiful 
sandy beach or enjoy the “Zen Wellness SPA” at the hotel (Entrance not included and cost €30pp for 2h). At 7.30pm 
dinner at the hotel restaurant. (Please refer to “The Price Includes” paragraph) 
Sat.28th Sept. – Buffet style breakfast. Today the excursion will focus on two of Puglia’s gastronomy treasures, the 
fantastic Extra Virgin Olive Oil DOP known as the "Yellow Gold" and the extremely delicious “Burrata”. Our journey will 
start with a visit to a family-run organic olive oil farm. A walk amongst the century old olive trees to appreciate and learn 
about the olive oil process, from the harvest to the production in the mill followed by the bottling. Together with the 
producer and the professional taster a guided tasting has been organized to improve our knowledge on how to taste and 
appreciate the high quality of a genuine organic olive oil. An Aperitivo with local and seasonal produce will conclude our 
visit. Our Gastronomy tour will continue with a visit to another local artisan producer of traditional cheeses amongst 
which the delicate Burrata. During the visit we will learn all the different stages in producing both the traditional “Treccia 
Pugliese” (plated mozzarella) and the “Burrata”. At the end of the visit a tasting of all the different cheeses will conclude 
our Puglia’s Gastronomy Day Tour. Return to the hotel and rest of the day at your own leisure. 
*Sun.29th Sept. – Buffet style breakfast and day completely at your leisure to discover more of Gallipoli or enjoy the 
beach and sunshine. At 7.30pm dinner at the hotel restaurant. (Please refer to “The Price Includes” paragraph) 
*Mon.30th Sept. – Buffet style breakfast and day completely at your leisure to enjoy the beach, visit Gallipoli or relax in 
the “Zen Wellness SPA”. At 7.30pm dinner at the hotel restaurant. (Please refer to “The Price Includes” paragraph) 
*Tue.1st Oct. – Buffet style breakfast and day completely at your leisure. At 7.30pm dinner at the hotel restaurant. (Please 
refer to “The Price Includes” paragraph)  
Wed.2nd Oct. – Buffet style breakfast, check out and at 9.00 am private transfer to Salice Salentino the town that gives the 
name and where one of the most renowned and best wine of Puglia is produced, “Salice Salentino”. Here we will visit one 
of the oldest and most important wine producer and cellar of the area and Puglia alike “Barone De Castris”; during the 
visit we will be accompanied by the chief sommelier who will show us all the different stages of wine producing, from the 
vineyards to the bottling plant and at the end we will taste 3 of the best Barone De Castris wines accompanied by a buffet 
with typical local produce to match the wines. After the visit the transfer will take to Brindisi Airport in time to check in 
for our schedule return flight. 
 
 
 
 



Price per person in double sharing from £995.00pp based on a group of 12 participants 
Double room with single occupancy supplement £200 
For smaller or larger groups price on request 
Special reduction £ 40 for our NEWSLETTER Member’s Club   

                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return transfer to and from Brindisi Airport and all the transfers stated in the itinerary; 

• Welcome Pack with your Travel Assistant name and contact details, maps, vouchers and general information; 

• 7 nights at 4* Hotel Victoria Palace in standard double room including breakfast, free wi-fi, use of the gym, 
outdoor swimming pool; 

• Welcome drink at your arrival; 

• Welcome dinner with 4 course menù including water and wine (250ml glass per person); 

• *Two dinners at the hotel restaurant are included in the price and are at the customer discretion as during 
these days it is also possible to organise daily excursions (please ask for full list, prices and information when 
booking your place); 

• Guided walking tour of Lecce including entrances and fees to museum; 

• "Pasticciotto" and "Caffè Leccese" tasting; 

• A typical lunch in a traditional restaurant serving typical and local cuisine including water and wine (250ml glass 
per person); 

• Visit to cheese and olive oil producers including tasting and light lunch and drinks (water and one 250ml glass of 
wine per person); 

• Visit to wine producer Barone De Castris in Salice Salentino including tasting and light lunch. 
 
The price does not include: Flights, any extra consumed from the minibar in the room or at the main bar in the hotel; City 
tax at hotel, tips to the staff at your discretion; any other extra which is not clearly stated in this programme; entrance to 
castles or museum unless clearly stated under “Guided Visit or Guided Tour”. Please ensure you have a satisfactory 
holiday insurance in place; it’s a Genuine Italian Food Tours Ltd requirement that you, prior booking your holiday, will 
make us fully aware of any food allergies, intolerances or any other medical condition that can put yours or other 
participant life in any kind of danger; Genuine Italian Food Tours Ltd will not be legally liable for any accident or 
medical expenses arising from your non-compliance with our Terms & Conditions and Health & Safety Requirements. 
Genuine Italian Food Tours Ltd adheres to “The Package Travel, Package Tours Regulations 1992” now known as “TRIP” 
Travel Regulation Insolvency Protection. You can find full details on our website www.genuineitalianfoodtours.co.uk  
under the T&C’s.  
 
Please note that the prices in this quotation are correct at time of printing and they are subject to availability at time of 
booking.  
 
Suggested Flights: 
Outbound: Wed.25/09/19 EasyJet EZY8373 Gatwick North Terminal Dep.11.15am/Brindisi Airport Arr.15.10 £46.39pp 
Inbound: Wed.02/10/19 EasyJet EZY8374 Brindisi Airport Dep.15.40/Gatwick North Terminal Arr.17.45 £46.11pp 
 
For more information or bookings please call Max on 07809 632926  
email max@genuineitalianfood.co.uk or molly@genuineitalianfood.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.genuineitalianfoodtours.co.uk/
mailto:max@genuineitalianfood.co.uk
mailto:molly@genuineitalianfood.co.uk


OPTIONAL DAILY EXCURSION DETAILS 
 

1) H/D Otranto & “La Cutura” Botanic Garden  
Set on a rocky spur on Italy's most easterly coastline, Otranto is about 45km away from Lecce on the Salento peninsula's 
Adriatic coast. Otranto's ancient city centre (“Borgo antico di Otranto”) has been recognized by UNESCO as a “Culture of 
Peace Messenger Site.” 
http://www.pugliaandculture.com/touristic-places-in-puglia/otranto  
https://www.summerinitaly.com/guide/otranto  
The Botanical Garden “La Cultura” (the culture) in Giuggianello has a name as beautiful as its spaces. 
Green space built and cared for in the stone, with wonderful species of succulent plants and a spectacular alternation of 
green and floral colours. Inside there is also a cafe-restaurant called “Déjeuner sur l’Herbe” where to taste ancient recipes 
in the strongest smells of the countryside. Roses fans should not miss the spectacle of the spring bloom, where the rare 
Rose of Damascus will leave you breathless. The pond with the water lilies, the rock garden and its unusual landscape, the 
“secret” area of rare plants are just some of the sudden shows that in every meter will appear to your eyes in search of 
beauty.  http://www.italianways.com/the-green-glory-of-the-la-cutura-botanical-garden/  
The prices vary depending on the number of participants: 
4 people €160pp – 6 people €120pp – 8 people €110pp – 10 people €95pp – 12people €85pp – 14 people €80pp 
The price includes: Return transfer by minivan or minibus from the hotel to Otranto and the Botanical Garden; Guided 
tour of Otranto historic centre; Entrance ticket and guided tour of the botanical garden; Late afternoon Aperitif at the 
Botanical Garden Restaurant (white wine and fresh fruit cocktail, selection of mixed lightly fried fresh vegetables and fish, 
selection of pasta dishes from the ancient tradition of the Salento area based on legumes/fresh seasonal vegetables, 
selection of local cheeses and charcuterie); 
 

2) H/D Galatina, Nardó and lunch in famous restaurant “Da Gustavo” in Galatone 
Galatina A sleeping beauty in the middle of Puglia that will surprise you with its upscale historic centre and beautiful 
buildings. Galatina is basically at the midpoint of the Salento area, between Otranto and Gallipoli, and about 20 miles 
south of Lecce. Like that more renowned city, Galatina is a Baroque town, the decorative effects of the period carried 
through the palazzi and churches of the historic centre. 
https://www.summerinitaly.com/guide/galatina  
https://www.moretimetotravel.com/galatina-a-little-italian-town-with-a-lot-of-tradition/  
Nardo's ancient roots are overshadowed by the boisterous Baroque. Founded by the Messapic people in the 10th century 
BC, it was conquered by the Romans in 269 BC, then passed to the Byzantines with the fall of the Roman Empire. It later 
went to the Dukes of Acquaviva, who made Nardo' a culture centre for the Salento, endowing it with public buildings, a 
castle, and an academy for the arts and philosophy. 
https://www.summerinitaly.com/guide/nardo  
https://www.furtherafield.com/blog/nardo-puglia-guide/  
Famous Restaurant and Grill “Da Gustavo”4 course menu including water and house red or white wine 
The prices vary depending on the number of participants: 
4 people €165pp – 6 people €130pp – 8 people €120pp – 10 people €100pp – 12 people €95pp – 14 people €85pp 
The price includes: Return transfer by minivan or minibus from the hotel to Galatina, Nardó and the restaurant & grill “Da 
Gustavo; guided tour of Galatina Historic Centre; Guided tour of Nardó historic centre; 4 course lunch at restaurant & grill 
“Da Gustavo” including house red or white wine, water and coffee; 
 

3) H/D Castro & The Zinzulusa Cave and lunch in bespoke fish restaurant in Tricase Porto 
Perched atop a precipitous cliff, 100m above the sea, Castro looks out across the Adriatic towards Corfu and southern 
Albania, from where, it is said, Aeneas once arrived. Recent archaeological excavation, point to the probability of there, 
having been a Temple of Athena on the site and this handily explains why the Romans called the town Castrum Minervae 
(Minerva being the Roman equivalent of the Greek goddess Athena). 
https://www.thethinkingtraveller.com/thinkpuglia/guide-to-puglia/towns-and-cities/castro.aspx  
A majestic opening in a sheer sea cliff near Castro welcomes you to the Zinzulusa Cave, one of Salento's most impressive 
karstic phenomena.  
https://www.viaggiareinpuglia.it/at/64/areaarcheologica/2627/en/Zinzulusa-Cave-Castro-(Lecce)  
Lunch in bespoke fish restaurant at Tricase Porto (starter, pasta, main course, dessert, house red or white wine, water 
and coffee. 
The prices vary depending on the number of participants: 
4 people €200pp – 6 people €160pp – 8 people €150pp – 10 people €130pp – 12 people €120pp – 14 people €110pp 
The price includes: Return transfer from the hotel to Castro, Zinzulusa Cave, Tricase Porto and fish restaurant; guided 
tour of Zinzulusa cave accessed by footpath, lunch in bespoke fish restaurant in Tricase Porto (menu based on fish; 
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